Methow Valley Community School – Guiding Principles

Love of Learning
Students are encouraged to be self-motivated and proficient in taking advantage of learning opportunities in all areas of life. MVCS nurtures a love of learning by providing a safe and supportive environment which fosters the natural curiosity, personal interests and learning styles of each student.
Character Development

Character development is the foundation for learning and growth at MVCS.  The cornerstone character traits are:
· RESPECT: for self, the community and the environment
· RESPONSIBILITY: for work, learning, cooperation and healthy communication
· GRATITUDE: a sense of appreciation, humility and reverence
· CARING: a sense of empathy, compassion and an ethic of service
Social and Communication Skills
Children learn how to communicate their own views effectively, and to acknowledge and appreciate the wisdom, experience, and tradition contained within other generations and cultures.
 

Academic Excellence
Children achieve academic excellence through in-depth integrated curriculum and experiential learning opportunities.  MVCS is guided by WA State academic standards, with qualitative, bi-annual teacher-student assessments and quantitative tracking of graduate performance.
 

Developing a Sense of Self/Sense of Place

Through multiage learning opportunities and character education MVCS promotes social responsibility and global awareness which nurtures a deep exploration of self, relationship to place, community, and the natural world.
Leadership & Teamwork
Children gain excellent teamwork and leadership skills while learning to become contributing members of their community, whether it be in a leadership role or working alongside others. 
Arts & Culture
MVCS places a strong emphasis on self-discovery and exploration through participation in the arts.  Integrating music, drama, literature and visual arts into the curriculum, MVCS weaves multi-cultural experiences into the fabric of a child's education.   

Diversity
MVCS embraces and honors diversity whether it be economic, social, academic or cultural.  MVCS is committed to teaching tolerance so that children learn to value their different histories and talents while acknowledging our common humanity.

These principles are used to guide MVCS and we are committed to honoring them at all levels: board, staff, families and students.
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